PAC³ Improvement of Pennsylvania’s C+ Pain Grade Collaborative Activity Committee Conference Call – March 9, 2009 ~ 11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Participants: Mark Byrne, Evelyn Gonzalez, Pam Kedziera, James Ray, Kathy Stadler, Heidi Zbel


Purpose of Call: To develop ideas around the topic of improving Pennsylvania’s C+ pain grade 

Committee Member Introductions

· Bonnie Miller
Senior Project Manager
215-728-7036
Bonnie.Miller@fccc.edu
· Evelyn Gonzalez
NCI Cancer Information Services
510 Township Line Road
Cheltenham, PA  19012
(215) 728-3110
Evelyn.Gonzalez@fccc.edu
· Jim Ray
Scientific Affairs Liaison
Ortho-McNeil
3605 Westminster Blvd.
Erie, PA 16506
814-838-8050
jray12@its.jnj.com
· Patricia E. Marx, RN, MS, ONS
Oncology Services Administrator
Easton Hospital
610-250-4423
Patricia_Marx@chs.net
· Pamela Kedziera, RN, MSN, AOCN
Fox Chase Cancer Center
50 Huntington Pike
Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-728-3090
pl_kedziera@fccc.edu
· Georgia Brown
Penn State University
PA Cancer Pain Initiative
P.O. Box 855
Hershey, PA  17033
(717) 531-6849
gbrown@hes.hmc.psu.edu
Brief Background of the Pennsylvania Pain Coalition (PPC) 
· Jim Ray presented background information on the Pennsylvania Pain Coalition to the committee 
· The Pain Coalition was developed in April of 2008
· The objective of the PPC is to promote professional and public education and awareness and to improve the quality of care for the citizens of Pennsylvania who are suffering from pain.

· Funding was provided from Pfizer’s government affairs group that initiates grass roots efforts
· Occurred through legislative interest by Senator Patrick Browne and Representative Jennifer Mann, both of Allentown, PA
· Large numbers of advocacy groups are in support of this initiative
· The PPC developed a pain task force consisting of two members appointed by the President pro tempore of the Senate, Joseph B. Scarnati  III of Warren, PA, two members appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate, two members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and two members appointed by the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives
Pennsylvania Pain Coalition Meeting Update
· On February 24, 2009, the fifth meeting of the PPC was convened at the Pennsylvania Academy of Family Physicians
· Attendees were a functional working group made up of advocacy groups

· The meeting focused on the press conference will announce the introduction of the resolution creating the Pennsylvania Pain Task Force and the overall framework of the coalition
· The press conference with Rep. Mann and Sen. Browne will be held on Monday, March 16, at 10:45 a.m. in Harrisburg at the Capitol Media Center, Main Capitol Building. 

· There was discussion on identifying the overall objectives of the PPC such as:
· Identify and address the needs of acute, chronic and end of life patients with pain
· Work with policymakers on all issues related to pain
· Address access issues
· Public awareness and education
· Professional Education

· Using the above topics the group determined four subcommittees should be developed to address specific pain issues
· Policy
· Public awareness and patient education  

· Professional education
· Therapeutic
Next Steps
· Committee is encouraged to think about specific objectives they would like to accomplish
· The committee is also encouraged to decide whether this PAC³ committee should integrate with the PPC since the latter group is more structured and better positioned at present time
· What are committee members hoping to get out of the group?
· Improving current policy
· Increasing public awareness and education
· Developing ways to complement what is being done rather than duplicate efforts
· Kathy Stadler asked the committee whether they would be willing to sit in on the PPC meetings as PAC³ liaisons to determine ways in which there could be synergies, as well as identify what is missing.
· The PAC³ Coordinating Office will contact the PPC to see how we can support them
· Both Pam Kedziera and Evelyn Gonzalez would like to find out how to get involved in the PPC subcommittee groups 
· The information can be communicated to PAC³ members so efforts are not duplicated
The PAC³ Coordinating Office will send a Doodle to best determine the time for the next committee conference call

