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Pain Awareness Month Proclamation

Whereas Unrelieved pain following surgery, injury or illness is common, with up to 40% of postoperative patients reporting inadequate pain relief; and

Whereas Fifteen to 25% of adults outside of hospitals and other medical settings suffer from chronic pain at any given time; a figure that increases to 50% in adults over the age of 65 years; and
Whereas Chronic pain is associated with significant suffering, including compromise of physical and psychosocial functioning, such as depression and anxiety; and
Whereas Chronic pain leads to lost or compromised workdays that equate to an estimated $50 to $70 billion per year in the United States; and
Whereas Up to 70% of people who have cancer suffer from pain caused by the disease or its treatment; and  

Whereas People who have advanced cancer describe their pain as moderate to severe 40-50% of the time, and as very severe 25-30% of the time; and
Whereas There are several barriers to effective pain therapy, including limited or inadequate health insurance, lack of access to effective pain therapies, and limited access to health care professionals expert in the diagnosis and treatment of painful conditions; and 
Whereas When pain is treated properly, many people can resume productive active lives.  
Now, therefore, I, Edward G. Rendell, Governor of Pennsylvania, do hereby proclaim the month of September as Pain Awareness Month.     


