Pennsylvania Pain Coalition

777 East Park Drive
PO Box 8820

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8820

June 30, 2009

Governor Edward G. Rendell

225 Main Capitol Building

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Honorable Governor Rendell:

On behalf of the Pennsylvania Pain Coalition, I am writing to you today to request that you declare September 2009 as Pain Awareness Month in Pennsylvania.

The United States Congress declared the decade starting January 1, 2001, as the Decade of Pain Control and Research.  As a result, many states, including Maryland, Virginia and Massachusetts have declared September as Pain Awareness Month.  We would like to add Pennsylvania to this list of states.

On March 16, 2009, resolutions were introduced into the Pennsylvania House and Senate (H.R 123, S.R. 37) that would create a legislative pain task force and an advisory committee to the task force.  If passed, the task force will evaluate barriers to good pain care and make suggestions for actions that can be taken to improve pain care within the Commonwealth.

The Pennsylvania Pain Coalition is composed of representatives from nine health care professional societies and 16 patient advocacy organizations.  A list of the organizations involved with the coalition is attached.  The Coalition was formed to advocate for improved pain and symptom control for individuals who suffer pain from a variety of causes, including pain following surgery, chronic non-cancer pain, and the pain associated with cancer or cancer therapy.  We believe that the declaration of Pain Awareness Month within Pennsylvania will help increase awareness of the importance of providing effective pain care to people suffering from poorly-controlled pain.

We would be honored to respond to any questions you or your staff may have.  Thank you very much for considering our request.

Sincerely

Michael A. Ashburn, MD, MPH, MBA
Chairman

Pennsylvania Pain Coalition

Professor of Anesthesiology and Critical Care
University of Pennsylvania

ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED ON PENNSYLVANIA PAIN COALITION
	AIDS Community Alliance of South Central PA

	Alzheimer's Association of Pennsylvania

	American Academy of Family Physicians, PA Chapter

	American Cancer Society, PA Division

	American Diabetes Association, Harrisburg

	American Heart Association

	American Liver Foundation

	American Lung Association of the Mid-Atlantic

	American Pain Foundation

	Arthritis Foundation

	Association for Professional Acupuncture in Pennsylvania

	Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney

	Central Pennsylvania Coalition United to Fight Cancer

	Cephalon

	Cullari Communications Group; Pfizer, Inc.

	Delmar Pharmacy, Inc.

	Easton Fox Chase Cancer Center

	Fox Chase Cancer Center

	Grand View Hospital

	Hospice and Palliative Nurses Foundation

	Lupus Pennsylvania, Harrisburg Branch

	Milton S. Hershey Medical Center

	National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Central PA Chapter

	NCI Cancer Information Services

	Ortho-McNeil Janssen Scientific Affairs, LLC

	Pennsylvania Cancer Control Consortium

	Pennsylvania Coalition of Nurse Practitioners

	Pennsylvania Homecare Association

	Pennsylvania Medical Society

	Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General

	Pennsylvania Pharmacists Association

	Pennsylvania Psychiatric Society

	Pennsylvania Society of Anesthesiologists

	Temple University 

	United Cerebral Palsy

	University of Pennsylvania

	University of Pittsburgh

	University of Pittsburgh Medical Center

	UPMC

	Wanner Associates


