Melanoma in the Agricultural Community Collaborative Activity Committee
Conference Call ~ Thursday, June 18 2009 ~ 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Participants:  Mark Byrne, Linda Fetzer, Samantha Guild, Diane McElwain, Dennis Murphy, Catherine Poole, Kathy Stadler
· Goals of the Committee
· Promoting awareness of melanoma and methods to protect one’s self is pivotal in the agricultural community
· The committee indicated that education and increasing education about the dangers of melanoma in the agricultural community is the primary goal to realize

· Skin Cancer Article
· The article will appear in the following publications:

· Agricultural Safety & Health News – Dennis Murphy
· AgrAbility Project Newsletter (Summer 2009) – Linda Fetzer
· Pennsylvania Rural Health Newsletter – Lisa Davis
· Lancaster Farming Magazine may re-run the article

· Dennis Murphy will monitor the magazine for this as he is contacted from time to time to have his work re-published in the magazine

· The committee will contact newspapers in their communities for article submission
· The PAC³ Coordinating Office will also contact rural area newspapers to run the article

· A list of these rural newspapers will be forwarded to Mark Byrne

· A list of all Pennsylvania newspapers can be found at: www.usnpl.com/panews.php
· Promotion of Skin Cancer Screening Resources
· Mark Byrne reminded the group to stay aware of screenings they may know of and invite colleagues to post those resources in the Pennsylvania Cancer Resource Database
· Screenings will be offered during Ag Progress Days in mid-August

· Melanoma screenings can also be found at http://www.aad.org/, however there are currently only two such screenings posted in this resource for Pennsylvania
· Educational presentations, through the Pennsylvania Cancer Education Network are available.

· Dennis Murphy will put information about this in his organization’s newsletter

· PAC³ can contact the Department of Health if there is an interest in presentations

· Skin Cancer Screening Campaign

· The committee discussed a skin cancer screening campaign for January – March 2010

· Catherine Poole will contact the Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Academy of Dermatology to discuss the availability of dermatologists to conduct free screenings
· Other sources to potentially contact include NICAM and the Centers for Volunteer Medicine

· Screenings to take place in conjunction with Penn State Cooperative Extension Annual Meetings for farmers

· If dermatologists are available, the committee will reach out to their own county’s Cooperative Extension to try to get the screenings on the agenda for 2010

· In addition to the Cooperative Extensions, the county farm bureaus were discussed as another potential forum for screenings however, this will be the “Plan B” to the Cooperative Extensions
· A complementary screening effort can also be done at the Keystone Farm Show held in York, PA in 2010
· Other Items

· Tanning legislation (SB 460) may be considered by the Pennsylvania State Senate during the week of June 22
· The committee was encouraged to contact their state senators urging their support of the legislation
· The PAC³ Coordinating Office will send a Doodle to best determine the time for the next committee conference call in late July or early August
