Melanoma Among the Agricultural Community Collaborative Activity Committee
Tuesday, March 3, 2009 ~ 12:00 – 1:00 pm
Participants:  Bruce Brod, Mark Byrne, Lisa Davis, Linda Fetzer, Dennis Murphy, Catherine Poole Kathy Stadler, Heidi Zbel

Purpose of Call

· Review previous discussions from call on January 20, 2009
· Discuss next steps and future goals for the committee
· Bring together people with similar interests

· Determine what the needs are in the agricultural community related to melanoma

Objectives the Committee Would Like to Meet
· Determine and develop priorities to be addressed, potential solutions, and next steps
· Develop a strategic plan that will include research, education, and policy components 
· Coordinate the committee’s efforts
· Priorities to be Addressed
· How to Protect Farmers from the Sun
· Patient navigation will play a large role in prevention
· Provide clothing coverage such as a hat that covers the head, neck, and ears
· Farmers should have shading devices on tractors to block sunrays
· Prevention and early detection should be the focus of the committee’s efforts
· Ag Progress Days (APD) – August 18-20, 2009, State College, PA
· Annual event sponsored by Penn State's College of Agricultural Sciences
· Screenings for melanoma are available during APD and will be provided by 2 volunteer dermatologists
· Educational materials will be disseminated during the 3-day event

· Expectations are for about 500 screenings over the course of the event

· Attendees come from across PA and the surrounding states, including Ohio and Indiana and the turn out is usually large for the event

· In 2008, bottles of sunscreen were given out that had a clip on them so they could be attached to a belt loop.
· Farm Shows
· Screenings are typically not available during this event, but educational information is available
· The Pennsylvania Department of Health has a display set up on what they are promoting for that year
· Much of the population at this event are not farmers or from the farming community, as they tend to attend the Keystone Farm Show which takes place in York, PA

· Potential Solutions

· Develop and Article to be Submitted to Various Newsletters/Publications
· What are the popular newsletters and magazines among the agricultural community that an article can be placed in?
· Lancaster Farming
· Farm Bureau
· Grange
· According to census data, there are currently 63,000 farm operations in PA
· Education component will be the central focus for the article

· Article should be submitted to publications that are available to the farming community
· Content should focus on information about protection from the sun and promotion of screenings for melanoma

· Article can also be handed out during Ag Progress Days
· Since about only about 5% of farmers have access to the internet or own a computer, a regular mailing should be developed to remind people about the Ag Progress Days event and inform them about the availability of screenings

· Development of a fact sheet about melanoma, tailored to each community serviced should be included

· The article should have graphics and bullets to get more attention and for ease of reading
· Next Steps
· Article to be Submitted to Various Newsletters/Publications
· Catherine Poole and Bruce Brod will develop the article to be submitted to publications and newsletters for the agricultural community

· Catherine Poole offered to do any graphics about how to examine your skin for the article 

· The article will be limited to roughly 500 words and sent to Mark Byrne in the PAC³ Coordinating Office by email byrnem2@upmc.edu before April 1

· Mark Byrne will disseminate the article to the entire committee for review 

· Publications for Submission
· Develop a more comprehensive list of newsletters available to the agricultural community to submit the article to
· Obtain a list of contact people who can reach out to help get the word out about screenings

· The PAC³ Coordinating Office will send a Doodle to best determine the time for the next committee conference call

