PAC³ Melanoma in Pennsylvania’s Agricultural Region
Collaborative Activity Committee Conference Call
Participants: Lisa Davis, Linda Fetzer, Dennis Murphy, Kathy Stadler
Introductions
Dennis Murphy, Agricultural Safety and Health
· Handles issues related to traumatic injury (tractor, animal, youth, gasses, silo, pesticides, and other respiratory hazards). Works with county extension safety offices. Develops written materials, simulators, newsletters; often includes some information about cancer, hearing loss, and respiratory issues.  
· Did an educational intervention about skin cancer (used a banana under a heat lamp; if appropriately conducted, the demonstration effectively shows that heat brings damage on the inside but not on the outside).

Cooperative Extensions (in every county, supported by federal, state, and local funding)
· Provides training to cooperative extension leaders and education to the public. Coop. ext. leaders get training manuals to conduct most programs.  Are 80 specialists in the field, not many of them are health specialists.
Linda Fetzer, AgricAbility (farms & farm members dealing with long term health/disability issues) 
· Some have cancer but not a huge percent.  Tried to conduct cancer screening but had a difficult time finding a dermatologist willing to do screening.  Agricultural Progress Days would be an ideal setting for screening, as audience comes to them.  Farmers do respond to screening, but they want to access it at a place they would normally go or have someone come to them.  Children are often most impacted by skin cancer, but awareness and proactivity is not high.
Possible Ideas:

· Agricultural Progress Days (3rd week of August – 18, 19, 20)
· Screenings go well
· Stroke, diabetes education, lung capacity, and blood pressure testing have been done
· Agricultural Safety/Health - Lisa
· Technical compliance and pesticide education (train to recognize & treat pesticide exposures)

· Agricultural medicine programs 

· Originally established to work with colleges of medicine that work with producers & health care providers

· One-stop shop for producers; provide materials for programs/activities
· Counties have 4-H, Dairy Days, etc. (educational programs)
· County educators are looking for new topics (30 min. modules) to deliver 

· To include instructor guide, ppt.; could develop something to be delivered (Jan-April)

· Topic that farmers are interested in, or at least pique their interest

· Develop materials for farmers & educators

· Educators want simple, high quality program

· Could possibly work on developing & pilot testing at Agricultural Progress Days & then training at in-service days. (Fall for Ag folks, spring for FCS folks) However, there may not be in-service days in the future as the structure is changing to “Natural Workgroups” – unsure what these will be/do

· Definitely a need, not sure who else to bring in – maybe someone from clinical?

· Department of Agriculture
· Plan for natural workgroups

· May be able to add this as a need of things to be done and we can join that effort

· Dennis does not have time to devote to this initiative
· On Dennis’s website there is a fact sheet (he will send to Kath)
· Jim Harvey would welcome information to hand out to farms

· Linda also…50-75 farmers/year. Info in newsletter

PAC³ will see if other members are interested in discussing melanoma in the context of the agricultural community or in the broader population. 
