PAC³ Health Disparities Repor Collaborative Activity Committee Conference Call
April 20, 2009 ~ 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm

Participants:  
Mark Byrne, Peggy Camino, Jodie Cooper, Linda Fleisher, Candance Sanderson, Kathy Stadler, Susan Tan-Torres, Gene Weinberg
Purpose of Call: 
To further develop ideas for a report the committee would like to create around health disparities and cancer in Pennsylvania

Definition of Health Disparities
· There are several definitions out there, but one should be agreed upon by the committee before proceeding with creating the report.  The following definitions should be reviewed:

· Harold Freeman
· National Cancer Institute
· National Institutes of Health

· Intercultural Cancer Council

· Gene Weinberg spoke from the perspective of public health professionals in that the focus should be on disease outcomes and why outcomes are different among different populations

· It is evident that the risks of disease and quality of healthcare are not equal among populations and communities
Focus for the Health Disparities Report
· The committee agrees that the methods of gathering the data will be challenging to finalize
· Should the committee adopt one area to focus on or be broad in its approach?
· Clarity of the intended audience is needed in order for the purpose of the report to be more focused
· What are the differences in health outcomes?

· Should standards of care be addressed to improve access and types of care to all in need, regardless of socioeconomic issues or lack of insurance?
· The report should provide solutions or ways to address disparities

· The fact that disparities exist cannot be contested, therefore it is important to take an approach aimed at finding out why the issues exist and how to address them

· What can the Pennsylvania Department of Health? 
· What about the American Cancer Society?

· Incorporate ideas that will bridge the gaps
· The report must be informative, useful and lead to action

· The committee feels that the target for the report seems to be clinicians and insurers
· Clinicians and insurers are the target audience that would benefit most from the information in the report

Information to Include in the Report
· Local statistics may make it more compelling to take action than county/state/health district information.  How “local” are we talking, though?
· A list of programs out there and their outcomes

· Ethnic population data
· Type of cancer
· Age population data

· Incidence/Mortality/Staging Rates
· Background information needed for report

· What interventions are out there to address disparities?

· What has been done successfully? 

· What hasn’t been successful?

· Does the patient choose treatment options after diagnosis?

· Percentage uninsured

· Information available via tumor registries 
Next Steps
· Determine a focus area whether it be broad or specific 

· Research existing statistical data

· Research the work done by other states 

· Maryland’s Comprehensive Cancer Coalition – There are many entities working together, comprehensively, to coordinate the delivery of comprehensive cancer control.
· Maryland’s comprehensive cancer plan can be found at www.fha.state.md.us/cancer/cancerplan for reference.

· This coalition has developed a health disparities report which, can be found at www.mdhealthdisparities.org/index.html for reference.
· In addition to Maryland, there are many other states with resources on health disparities that the committee may wish to reference.  Links to those resources can be found below:

· New York City – www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/epi/disparities-2004.pdf
· Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) – www.ahrq.gov/QUAL/nhdr03/nhdrsum03.htm
· National Cancer Institute (NCI) – www3.cancer.gov/announcements/healthdisp.html
· New Mexico – www.health.state.nm.us/opmh/2007ReportCard.pdf
· North Carolina – www.ncminorityhealth.org/omhhd/OMH_Documents/Report%20Card/Final%20eport%20Card%20&%20Cover.pdf
· Institute of Medicine (IOM) – www.iom.edu/?id=4475&redirect=0
· Oklahoma – www.ok.gov/health/documents/COH%20-%20HDReport2004lowres.pdf
The PAC³ Coordinating Office will send a Doodle to best determine the time for the next committee conference call

