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Call To Action!

To:
   Advocates







Deadline:  September 30, 2010
Subject:   Stop giving smokeless tobacco & cigars a tax break!  They’re harming our kids!
Background
Tobacco Taxes

Who’s got a friend in Pennsylvania?  Big Tobacco!  Despite a multi-year campaign asking state lawmakers to tax these harmful products to make them less affordable for our kids, budget negotiators once again ignored the opportunity to add these products to Pennsylvania’s tax rolls.  Cigarettes and cigarillos (small cigars) are taxed at $1.60 per pack.  Why do smokeless tobacco and cigars get a tax break from our PA lawmakers, when other states tax them?
Pennsylvania remains the only state in the country without a tax on smokeless tobacco.  And with Florida we are one of only two states that do not tax full-size cigars.  Pennsylvania needs additional revenue to restore program cuts, including cancer screenings, and we need a tobacco tax on these other tobacco products.  
Without a price-based tax on smokeless tobacco products, they are significantly cheaper than a pack of cigarettes.  These products are flavored, aromatic, and cheap – all designed to appeal to and addict our young people.  Why have our legislators failed to close this loophole? 
The tobacco lobbyists continue to work overtime in Harrisburg.  Volunteers and staff from the American Cancer Society must prevail! We need to close the loophole on these harmful, addictive products.  Contact your PA House member and Senator. Tell them how disappointed you are that these products, which cause cancer, have once again been given a tax break. 
Many of you will hear that although your lawmaker favors a tax on these products, his or her legislative leaders chose to not include those taxes in the budget.  That is passing the buck.  Urge your lawmakers to stand up for these taxes and to talk with their leaders.

Tobacco Settlement Prevention & Cessation Services

One piece of good news in this year’s budget is that tobacco settlement funding for tobacco prevention and cessation services did not receive additional cuts.  However, we would also like to see these funds restored in full to original levels.

Special Targets
The following lawmakers were part of the budget negotiations team that decided not to tax smokeless tobacco or cigars.

· Senator Joe Scarnati, Senate President Pro Tem (Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, Potter, Tioga, Warren counties)

· Senator Dominic Pileggi, Senate Majority Leader (Chester and Delaware counties)

· Senator Jake Corman, Senate Appropriations Chair (Centre, Juniata, Mifflin, Perry, Union counties)
· Senator Jay Costa, Minority Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee (Allegheny county)
· Senator Pat Browne, Senate Finance Chair (Lehigh, Monroe, Northampton)
· Representative Todd Eachus, House Majority Leader (Luzerne county)

· Representative Dwight Evans, House Appropriations Chair (Philadelphia county)

· Representative Sam Smith, House Minority Leader (Armstrong, Indiana, Jefferson counties)
 (continued)
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Special Targets (cont’d.)

The following Lehigh Valley lawmakers spoke against the cigar tax to protect two cigar distributors in their area. 
· Representative Richard Grucela (Northampton county

· Representative Doug Reichley (Berks, Lehigh counties)

We thank the following lawmakers for supporting the tax to protect kids:
· Representative Dan Frankel (Allegheny county)
· Representative Eugene DePasquale (York county)
· Senator Pat Vance (Cumberland, York counties)
Action Requested
Please call, email or visit your state House member and Senator.  To get their phone numbers or email addresses, go to www.acscan.org or www.legis.state.pa.us, or email them directly at http://acscan.org/action/pa
Message
· I am disappointed that once again the legislature decided to not tax other tobacco products.

· Stop giving smokeless tobacco and cigars a tax break.  They cause cancer and harm our kids.
· Thank you for not cutting tobacco settlement funds for prevention and cessation.
TAKE ACTION TODAY!
No more tax breaks for smokeless tobacco!
For more information on the state budget and taxing these harmful products,
go to our PA web page at http://acscan.org/action/pa
or our blog at http://pasmokelessloophole.org/
American Cancer Society, Pennsylvania Division, P.O. Box 897, Hershey, PA 17033-0897

PAGE  
2

