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Call To Action!

To:

Advocates







Deadline:  
July 11, 2010
Subject:   
Support a tax on smokeless tobacco!
Background
Pennsylvania remains the only state in the country without a tax on smokeless tobacco.  We are also at risk for additional cuts to programs that prevent tobacco use among young people, help people to quit smoking, and screen and treat at-risk women for breast and cervical cancer!  Lawmakers are even looking at depleting our tobacco settlement funds.
Pennsylvania needs a state budget, and we need a tobacco tax on smokeless tobacco.  Without a price-based tax on smokeless tobacco products, they are significantly cheaper than a pack of cigarettes.  These products are flavored, aromatic, and cheap – all designed to appeal to and addict our young people.  Why have our legislators failed to close this loophole? Cigarettes and cigarillos are taxed in PA.  Why do they continue to give smokeless tobacco a tax break?
The tobacco lobbyists are working overtime in Harrisburg.  Volunteers and staff from the American Cancer Society must prevail! We need to close the loophole on these harmful, addictive products.  Contact your PA House member and Senator TODAY!  We especially need contacts to Senate Republicans, many of whom are reluctant to tax these harmful products.
Special Targets
Please contact your state Senator, especially if he or she is a Republican, because that caucus is not standing up against Big Tobacco!  The following Senate leaders especially need to hear from you if you live in their district:
· Senator Joe Scarnati, President Pro Tem (Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, Potter, Tioga, Warren counties)

· Senator Dominic Pileggi, Majority Leader (Chester and Delaware counties)

Action Requested
Please call, email or visit your state House member and Senator as soon as you can!  To get their phone numbers or email addresses, go to www.acscan.org or www.legis.state.pa.us, or email them directly at http://acscan.org/action/pa
Message
· Vote YES on a price-based tax for smokeless tobacco products

· Use the smokeless tobacco tax to RESTORE funds to important lifesaving programs, especially
· Breast and cervical cancer screening 

· Tobacco prevention and cessation 

· Do NOT  deplete our tobacco settlement funds

No more tax breaks for smokeless tobacco!  For more information on the state budget and taxing these harmful products, go to http://pasmokelessloophole.org/
TAKE ACTION TODAY!
American Cancer Society, Pennsylvania Division, P.O. Box 897, Hershey, PA 17033-0897
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